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Microsoft cloud solution options

Windows 365
A complete SaaS service that securely 
streams your personalized Windows 
desktop, apps, settings, and content from 
the Microsoft cloud, to any device.

Azure Virtual Desktop
A cloud VDI platform that delivers hosted 
desktops and apps with maximum 
flexibility and control.

Windows 365 Cloud PC Azure Virtual Desktop Cloud VDI

OS Support Windows 11 or Windows 10
Windows 11, Windows 10, single- or 
multi-session, Windows Server

Admin
• Microsoft Intune

• Web self-service (Business)

• Azure Portal

• VMware or Citrix management panel

Service SaaS: complete end-to-end 
Microsoft service

PaaS: Granular controls over configuration 
and management

Pricing Per-user, per-month Consumption-based

Scale Unlimited based on subscription Unlimited based on consumption

End-user Full Windows like-local experience Single or multi-user, pooled, remote app



What is 
Azure Virtual Desktop?



Azure Virtual Desktop is a cloud VDI solution designed to 
meet the challenges of remote work

Enable a secure, 
remote desktop 
experience 
from anywhere​

Access Windows 11 and Windows 10 from anywhere

Maintain full control over configuration and management

Get the security and reliability of Azure 

Optimize cost with multi-session and pay for only what you use



Here’s what you can do when you run 
Azure Virtual Desktop on Azure

Access your org’s apps 
from anywhere on any 

device

Azure 
Virtual Desktop

Create secure, customized 
PC experiences for

every user

Azure 
Virtual Desktop

“SaaSify” your custom 
apps and stream them

to users 

Azure 
Virtual Desktop

App 1 App 2 App 3

Gain efficiencies by 
migrating existing VDI 

to the cloud

Azure 
Virtual Desktop



Azure Virtual Desktop

Provide your employees 
with a full desktop and 
access to remote apps.

Focus on policies and 
controls rather than 
managing 
infrastructure.

Connect from any 
device of your choice.

Desktops & remote apps

Full desktop

Remote app

Management & policies

Image, app, and profile 
management

User density, VM sizing,
and scaling policies

User management
and identity 

Networking policies

Azure Virtual Desktop service



Azure Virtual Desktop simplifies 
VDI management
 Microsoft and Azure manage the entire 

infrastructure for you.

 Focus only on the users, apps, and OS images 
you need to use.

 Use Azure portal or automate deployment using 
ARM template.

 Easily scale by adding any number of hosts to a 
host pool.

 Use built-in monitoring with Azure Monitor and 
Log Analytics.



Azure Virtual Desktop uses innovative technology to deliver a 
more secure and cost-effective user experience

Windows 11 and Windows 10 multi-session enables you to add more users per virtual 
machine (VM)

FSLogix optimizations for user profiles gives you a consistent, seamless local-desktop-
like experience.

Single sign-on and passwordless authentication provides a safer and simpler sign-in 
experience for users.

Multimedia redirection enables you to use Microsoft Teams for video and audio.



Many customers are already eligible for Azure Virtual 
Desktop
Azure Virtual Desktop licensing requirements

Client
Customers are eligible to access Windows 11 and 
Windows 10 single and multi-session and Windows 7 with 
Azure Virtual Desktop if they have one of the following 
licenses*:

• Microsoft 365 E3/E5

• Microsoft 365 A3/A5/Student Use Benefits

• Microsoft 365 F3

• Microsoft 365 Business Premium

• Windows 11 and Windows 10 Enterprise E3/E5

• Windows 11 and Windows 10 Education A3/A5

• Windows 11 and Windows 10 VDA E3/E5

Server
Customers are eligible to access Server workloads with 
Azure Virtual Desktop if they have one of the following 
licenses:

• RDS CAL license with active Software Assurance (SA) or RDS 
User Subscription Licenses

Customers pay for the virtual machines (VMs), storage, 
and networking consumed when the users are using the 
service.

*Customers can access Azure Virtual Desktop from their non-Windows Pro endpoints if they have a Microsoft 365 E3/E5/F3, Microsoft 365 A3/A5 or Windows 11 and Windows 10 VDA per user license. Source: Azure Virtual Desktop Prerequisites

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/virtual-desktop/prerequisites


Azure Virtual Desktop
architecture



Example enterprise architecture diagram –
Azure Virtual Desktop
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Azure Virtual Desktop architecture and Azure Stack HCI

Provide your employees 
with a secure, remote 
desktop experience.

Connect from virtually any 
device of your choice.

Focus on the right policies 
and controls rather than 
managing infrastructure.

End user

Azure Virtual Desktop Service managed by Microsoft

Your subscription - your control

Express route

Managed by Microsoft (Azure hosted) Managed by customer (Azure Stack HCI)

Azure Stack HCI cluster

Host 1 Host 2 Host 3 Host 4

Compute Storage Networking

Windows 11 Enterprise/
Windows 10 Enterprise

Windows Server 2016
and newer

Windows 11 Enterprise/
Windows 10 Enterprise 

Multi-session
Remote app

Compute Storage Software-defined
networking

Microsoft Entra IDWeb access Diagnostics Gateway Management Broker Load balancing

Microsoft Office Microsoft Teams

+ Azure Arc

Microsoft Azure



Azure Virtual Desktop for 
Azure Stack HCI



Introduction to Azure Virtual Desktop for Azure Stack HCI

▪ Designed for customers who need secure on-premises 
virtualized apps and desktops

▪ Combines the benefits of Azure Virtual Desktop and 
Azure Stack HCI

▪ Customers can deploy in their datacenters to extend their on-
premises infrastructure to Azure

▪ All while enjoying many of the key benefits of 
Azure Virtual Desktop on Azure, such as Azure portal, 
Windows 11 and Windows 10 multi-session



Azure Virtual Desktop for Azure Stack HCI extends the 
benefits of cloud VDI to on-premises

Windows 10 and 11 multi-session
• Windows 10 &  11 multi-session or single-session 

support

• Achieve high utilization & lower operation costs

Scale cloud and on-premises
• Manage and scale deployments across both 

Azure and Azure Stack HCI through a single 
management experience

• Use the familiar Azure portal and admin 
experience

Full control
• Satisfy data locality requirements

• On-premises storage and data residency

Secure anywhere
• Run virtualized desktops and apps securely with 

Entra ID, conditional access, and MFA

• Simplify VDI deployment

• No need to manage brokers, gateways, or 
underlying servers and storage

Prime performance
• Enjoy optimized Microsoft 365/Teams/Windows 

App experiences

• Run graphic-intensive workloads
with GPU support

• Built for sensitive low-latency workloads

Optimize for cost
• Use existing eligible Windows licenses

• No need to manage overhead licenses for 
Remote Desktop Services (RDS)

• Save with Windows 10 & 11 multi-session 
support



Azure Virtual Desktop for Azure Stack HCI use cases

Security and compliance

Secure, high performance cloud 
platform for financial institutions 
that meets compliance requirements

Data sovereignty

Cloud functionality that can meet the 
data sovereignty and data gravity 
requirements for public sector entities

Low latency workloads

High performance and low latency 
cloud capabilities that can meet the 
compute requirements for the most 
demanding workloads

Virtual Desktop Infrastructure (VDI) 

modernization

Migrate existing VDI workloads to Azure 
using Azure Stack HCI



Azure Virtual Desktop for Azure Stack HCI high-level solution 
architecture
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Sample customer architecture diagram
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Fully integrated cloud-
native deployment 
experience in Azure Portal, 
powered by Azure Stack 
HCI Fall 2023 release

Admin experience

Provisioning Azure Virtual Desktop session hosts on Azure 
Stack HCI clusters. Enablement requirement:
• Azure Stack HCI clusters have been added to the Azure 

Virtual Desktop portal. 
• Azure Stack HCI clusters (Fall 2023) must be deployed 

first. 



Licensing and Pricing
AVD on Azure Stack HCI



Thank you!
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